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mission, was the one to enter the claim. So, as the
others went off with the handcart, Father Kleinsorge
said good-bye to the Kataoka children and trudged
to a police station. Fresh, clean-uniformed policemen
from another town were In charge, and a crowd of
dirty and disarrayed citizens crowded around them,
mostly asking after lost relatives. Father Kleiosorge
filled out a claim form and started walking through
the centre of town on his way to Nagatsuka. It was
then that lie first realised the extent of the damage;
he passed block after block of ruins, and even after
all he had seen in the park, his breath was taken away.
By the time he reached the Novitiate, he was sick with
exhaustion. The last thing he did as he fell into bed
was request that someone go back for the motherless
Kataoka children.
Altogether, Miss Sasaki was left two days and
two nights under the piece of propped-up roofing
with her crushed leg and her two unpleasant comrades.
Her only diversion was when men came to the factory
air-raid shelters, which she could see from under
one corner of her shelter, and hauled corpses up out
of them with ropes. Her leg became discoloured,
swollen, and putrid. All that time, she went without
food and water. On the third day, August 8thy
some friends who supposed she was dead came to look
for her body and found her. They told her that her
mother, father, and baby brother, who at the time of
the explosion were in the Tamura Pediatric Hospital.,
where the baby was a patient, had ail been given up
as certainly dead, since the hospital was totally
destroyed. Her friends then left her to think that